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“The greaf defense dehate pro-
dnerd “confusion  compounded
Lot ek, with Democveatic erit-
f0 weiving on t Al Paree gens
er fls teatamont ta atlege thit the
Cnted Ntates isTenlering 4 pe-

riend af great danger, and the
adrnaistration q-\svrlmz 'hal
7oore 15 now ue “deterrent gap”

anmt /il one be permitted ta
AR TS § .

Presidont  Fisenhower, faced
cith “a revelt of the hembher
senerals” dlasted thelr “paro-

eral” views,

Alter thiree weeks of slain-bang
deante on the status of United
Ftavas malitary power vis-a-vis the
Faviet Updon, the American peaple

e AD nwoneqnbla right *n be
co' fured.

They hawe heard Democratie
leaders in- Congress, making pes-
gimistic interpretations of the tes-
timony of Air Force witncsses,
charge that the United States is
heading for perhaps {ts most per-’
dous period in history. .

They have resd newspaper ace
tounts of the same congressional
fhearings which fail to agree with
the import of the military wit-
aesses’ testimony.

And they have heard the ad-

ministration, led by President
Eisenhower, counter that the
United States has sufficient

strength, not only in bombers and
ICBMs, but in aircraft carrier,
planes and submarine-fired mis-:
rilrs, to deter anye.Saviet surprise
attack or, |f the Russians act veckd
leesly to retaliate with enough
force to destroy the Smviet Unjon.
Rut if the American people are
. eonfused they are apparently not
alarmed. The fight still is strict.y
a partisan one.” Republican mem
ners of Congress are romalmm}
petiiid  the administration. Tha

«’)‘1 i« on mc critics ‘(
3 emargys
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" Gen. Sn)ﬁﬂnver sb.ld shy' KTR L 2

plan to inevdfse production of: fl.e
Atlss world Tave Xio impact o1, t. 9.
xo-called “missile gap,” the-dil-
ferenee in numbers of Anercen
Ao Soviet JCBMs, m ft: m
. extieme pezi{)(’ in 1062

/S0,

The reason. Although p'»':vd\ c-‘

tior. of the Atlag itsel! m\ﬂd ;
increased, perhaps  quick'y, fn
mic.ue §s only U0 per cénl of the
sustem, Bases and lsuncking pm
clectronic and cther equidimeng rs-
quire long lead tune, " kavwehooe
from 1o ta three years. F‘i,
an Thoemas S, Powel 1+ Ye,
L the Suareeie Alr Corrgars *. et
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SECRETARY GATES

Moliifier ard » -diator,

perhaps unintentonaily, cast
“doubt o the wisdom of trying to
cinse tive VRap” wlin fixed-base

SVErema.

Advances in Design

He sald that 1t was likely there
would be continued advances in
missile design and techniques that
would turther Improve warhead:
explosive power acerrey and re-
lability, And then hv addcd
significantly:

“Since a missily caunot be re-
called once it has been launched,
it would be too risky to fire it un-
tll there is {ncontestable proof of
aggression. Therefore. our ICBMa

probably would have to ‘ride out'

the initial attack.” -

This surely means that the first
three’ Atlas squadrons, which will
hul sbave-rround.  cannot - be
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GEN. WHITE
Fuller explanation.

part of the 580-plane RB-52 bomber
force, he said that 300 Ruesian
balllstic missiles, 150 ICBMs and
150 IRBMs, could wvirtually wipe
out this country's retaliatory foree,
{.e., that 90 per cent which is de-
nendent on fixed lund bases.

' Demand Alert

Democratic Senators Symington
of Missour! and Jackson of Wash-
ington seized upon the Powe: plea
ta demand an immediate air-
borne alert to keep a sizable num-
ber, perhaps 100-150, long-range
bombers in the alr 24 hours a day

rotect it amainst a swprise

fle. attack. Scnator Johnson

o( Texas supporied the 1dea (n-
directly,

But Mr. ‘Bisci:hower made it
plain he has no Intention of in-
stituting such a desperate move
unless hew intelligence reports
demonstrate 'its clear . necessity.
Meanwhile, he has asked for $90
million to help the Air Force stock
extra alrcraft engines and train
crews fpr this kind of emergency.

The President explained in a
message to Congress last month
that an airborne slert {8 not now
wise or necessary, Last week, al a
news conference, he bristled at

Gen. Power's recommendation and

the general's reaffirmation after
Mr. Gates had called {t “unreal-
istic.” He sald:

_"There are too many of these
generals, (who) have all sorts of
idcas, . . . I cannot be particularly -
disturbed because everybody with
& parochial viewpoint all over the
place .comes along . . . and says
that the bosses know nothing
about it."

Gen. Thomar L. White, Alr’

Forcé Chief of Staff, later testi-
fied in secret hefore the combined
Benate Preparedness and 8pace
Committees on the subject.

Chalrman Johmon told

t any nte by the 31:! of 1961,
there should be a minimum of
five Polarls submarines at ses
and not vulnerable Jo sutrprise
missile attack, armed with a total
of 50 hydrogen weapons, This ix
enough, perhaps, to atomize 45
Russian citles.

The cost of the alrborne alert
of 100 B-82 bombers has been
estimated from $600 million to $1.2
billion a year. But a clearer idea

re-

Wt repd gl ”X'M wLenon el th

of the cost may be gained by
these peacetime operating expens-
es: $340 an hour per aireraft for
$12,000 for maintenance -per
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